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Project targets decaying Coolidge greenbouse

Cormant, Comespongent

Coolidge High School’s greenhouse has fallen into
ugly neglect over the Lt 20 years: Peeled paint chips
and broken glass from severed windowpanes sprinkle
thir Moor, muaking it a salety hazand, and snsdents aren’t
albowed o enter the structure. But James Froctor and
other members of the Calvin Coolidge Alumni
Association hope to change that.

An unsed Liwn in from of the withering green
house, which was built in 1938, is now a construction
st For a classmoom garchn that will serve as a procursor
amd eveniual eomplement 10 a ressored greenhouss.

This month. labarers have been hard at work groom
ing the ground amd paving pathwavs. Proctor, who
works in sie design and constructbon for a living, s
overseeing the project, which has gained the crucial
backing of the American Soclety of Landscape
Architects.

Proctor said the idea originally sprang from a con-
struction-oriented Jl'u'llll:lrlng O Al Cuxllitlgr (1151
challenged sudents 1w come up with a hypothetical
recorstnaction plan, The ACE Mentor Progrm is a
national oeganization focused on oultivating students”
Imterest in architecture, construction and engineering,

Thie assigneend soon pigued the interest of the
Calvin Coolidge Alumnl Assoclation, an organlzation
heavily invalved in ACE operations o1 its alma nater.

The association decided that tuming the "eyesone” of
a greenhouse inbo a gleaming rew facility woubl be a
great way both o improve the school’s image and add
nesw exhacational opportunities for students, Proctor said,
That's when the American Sociery of Landscape
Architects came indo ihe |'|i|1|m=.

A the prompiting of ACE, the landscape-architects
group agreed o ke 3 look al the students’ proposal,
And soon enough, organizers ol the sociery's Legacy
Progect, which takes on a service-oriented project in the
horst iy of it annual meeting every year, decided the
greenhoase plan was just the dght kind of undenaking
for thedr 2010 conference in D.C,

Bt during the fac-finding phase of the project,
coondinalors ran inte a serious. probben. Tl'.r\' risalioed
they would peed funds from the DUC. Office of Public
Education Faciliies Modemiztion 10 complete (e
effort, and that those funds probably wouldn't be gram-
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Construction ks under way on an educational garden
outside the 1938 greenhouse at Coolidge High,

vl umtil L'n:m\!lllgl' 5 schwsbuled modermdsation in 2014,
The architects group alone, they judged. woubdn't have
puine the whiernewdihal o complete the project,

Mot wanting to squander the archilects” support. the
alumni association proposed replacing the unused lmwn
in T of the greenhouse with an educational ganen, In
conjunction with ACE and the archivects group, the
alums soon developed a plan, proposing a naster ganken
encircled by a network of brick pathways that would
separate habitattbemed sul-gardens, each of which
could be wsed bo teach about a differert ndche of plant
life,

During and beading up b the conference, which wook
place Sept. 11 throwgh 13, attendees met on the grass.
Lo in frot of the greenhouse and provided or pledged
an amay of donations for the new garden and the old
preenhouse Joming above #. Planis, paving, femitune
and, perhaps most important of all, pro bono commil-
ments fram development professionals were amang the
gifis. which Proctor sald added up to about S200,000.

Proctor sabd his alunni associion is theilled tha the
architects group supplbed them with such an abundance
ol resnees, alulrxpﬁ.'t 1o b Ehax g.nn:lrn up gl nm
ning by mid-Movember. But he and other abums szill
hanve anee “CI-'I' Ilu'_l.' are nod aboul 10 give W ) P
ing the greenhouse as soon as possible,

Though Coolidge is scheduled 10 undergo modem
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ization in 2014, Proctor sasd, it's
unclear whether that date refers 1o
the beginning of the construction
phase o the beginning of the design
phase, a distinction which coald
mean a dalference of up 1o Bouar
years. Proctor is confident that
when modemisabnn does I\.'y:in. the
city will implement the greenhouss
:lua.igm. which officials already
approved.

sall, he I'u'p;"\. hes alumasi AN
ization, with the support and
endorsements of ACE Mentor
Program amd the architects group,
will suoceed in “conveying that the
timee s righl,” and thal restoration
shaubd begin before modemization.

Sucoessful development of the
ganden, e said, is a way of proving
#r the city that his team is effective
and that cument design plans and
proposals for (e involvement
are soand.

“The garen heldps highlight the
fact that we can do these things,”
Procior said. “The school system
doesn’t have w do all of the heavy

Iiftimy ... Thene's o reason that you
should do this and do this possibly
athezsaed o N,

Calvin  Coolidge  Alumni
Associotion members ane also hop-
ing the greenbouse and garden will
mdid steam b the school's steady
academic impeovement and stand s
a symbol of iis progress. Proctor
wid completwon of the project
wiouhd raise “everyome’s enthasizsm
and wareness g 10 somethng godd
is happening al your school.”

“The buez is that we'ne on the
move,” he said.

And in less tham 2 momih,
Proctor and his organization imend
1o rev it up On Now, 6, American
Society of Landscape Architects
members, various volunseer groups,
school stall and the originad thinkers
behind the project — students —
will meet in frond of the greenbouse
for “Flam-h Day.” Panicipants will
Imnsplant a panoply of donated
planis into o path-cleaved ganden
bed, By Mov, 13, the plot will
encompass o botterfly garden, a
wetlund garden, meadows garden, o
rain garden and a shrubbery ganden
— what Froctor calls a tnwe ousdoor

clasapoom,






